
 

 1 

 1 

          Visit our site at Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 
                                                  

 

Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 

is pleased to present 

The Front Porch Ideas Generator 
May you find inspiration and helpful ideas inside  

for your own front porch and home. 

~~~ 

 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com


 

 2 

 2 

          Visit our site at Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 
                                                  

Return to Table of Contents 

T A B L E   O F   C O N T E N T S 
 

 

Introduction to our Book 

Our Thanks 

Copyright Info 

Case Studies 

1. Expand Your Small Porch 

2. Contemporary Home Makeover 

3. Brick Home Transformation 

4. Southern Porch Desires 

5. Screen Porch For Ranch Home 

6. Southwest Porch Style 

7. Front Porch Expansion 

8. Front Porch Remodel 

9. Quaint Bungalow Revival 

10.Updated Porch and Landscaping 

Resources 

Resources 

Introduction 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com


 

 3 

 3 

          Visit our site at Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 
                                                  

Return to Table of Contents 

Who doesn’t love a wonderful porch?    

Many of us have fond memories of time spent on the front porch with grandparents, 

brothers and sisters— playing cards, telling stories, and indulging in doing nothing—

except watching the world go by. These were simple times but forever memories.   

 

Today, we still yearn for and treasure those delightful times on our porches. How do 

we know?  We know because thousands of porch lovers visit our porch website 

every day. 

 

Our readers often ask us ... 

 What type of porch would look best on my home?  

 How can I make my existing porch larger?  

 What can I do to make my front yard landscaping more inviting? 

We know that it‘s not easy to visualize—to actually 

see— how a new porch or expansion will change the 

overall appearance of your home.  So that is exactly 

why we created the Front Porch Ideas Generator.   

You see, nothing is as helpful as... 

Introduction to Our Book 

Back to Table of Contents 
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Nothing is as helpful as actually seeing... 

We enjoy offering tips to make your porch the best it can be, but there’s nothing 

quite like actually seeing ‗before‘ and ‗after‘ pictures of real homes. The 100+ 

pictures in our book are sure to give you some ―aha‖ moments when thinking about 

your own home. 

 

How our book is arranged 

In this book you will see ten homes that would benefit from 

a new porch and updated landscaping.  

Before pictures: Each section begins with ―before‖ pictures 

of the home so you can learn about the challenges their 

homeowners face.  

After pictures: Then you will see a series of ―after‖ pictures 

developed by a Landscape Architect. Using the ―before‖ 

pictures, the Landscape Architect created conceptual ―after‖ 

drawings that show you how each home could look with a 

porch addition, new landscaping, redesigned walkways and 

updated front entryways.   

 

Introduction to Our Book 

Back to Table of Contents 

Sample before picture 

Sample after picture 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Please enjoy our Front Porch Ideas Generator.  

With ten styles of homes and common challenges that many homeowners face, 

you are sure to find ideas to apply to your own home.  Perhaps what you want is 

not too far out of reach.  

~~~ 

Dave and I travel the country looking for delightful porches to share with you. 

Simple times create priceless memories. We‘d love to see your porch. You are 

welcome to share a picture of your porch on our website. 

 

Our Warm Regards, 

Dave and Mary Morris 

Founders of Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 

 

P.S. If you see a bumper sticker that reads: 

  

 

 

...that just might be us. 

Introduction to Our Book 

Back to Table of Contents 

Dave and Mary 
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Our sincere thanks 

 

 

 

Back to Table of Contents 

To the homeowners who graciously allowed us 

to feature their homes in our ‗before and after‘ 

case studies 

~~~ 

To Cumberland Landesign for creating the  

conceptual porch drawings from the  

homeowners‘ ―before‖ photos. 

~ 

And to you, our Reader, for using our book to 

generate ideas for your own front porch and 

home.  We‘d appreciate your feedback on how 

our eBook has helped you as well as your 

suggestions for future updates. 

Our Sincere Thanks 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
http://www.landscapearchitect-tn.com/Conceptual-Porch-Design-Drawings
http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com/ebook-feedback-form.html
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All content within this publication is copyrighted 

and may not be copied or shared. 

~~~ 

You are welcome to  

contact us here. 

 

 

Copyright and Disclaimer 

Back to Table of Contents 

Disclaimer: Our sincere hope is that you glean ideas from our book that you may use at 

your own home. However, we make no promises that you will have the same results at 

your own home as the drawings you see in this book. Each home and circumstance is 

different.  Using ideas gained from our book is at your own risk and expense.  

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
http://www.facebook.com/frontporchideas
http://www.youtube.com/frontporchideas
http://www.twitter.com/frontporchideas
http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com/contact-us-other.html
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Home 1 

Expanding a Small Porch 

 

In our first case study, we are looking at a tall brick 

home with a very small front porch. See several ways 

that this small porch can be enlarged to create a 

delightful sitting area for the homeowners to enjoy.   

 

Before 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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This tall brick home is fairly typical of many homes in subdivisions today. The existing front 

porch is very small and not very usable.   Let us work some magic and show you what is 

possible without too much effort or cost. Not only will our suggestions give this home more 

charisma, but also a larger, more friendly porch space. This may work on your home, too.  

 

Before 

Expanding a Small Porch 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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This home‘s small front porch is only 4 feet by 8 feet. The area to the left of the porch is a 

good-sized space for a much needed porch expansion.  In fact, this space gives us an additional  

8 foot by 8 foot of expansion room.  That is large enough for a couple of chairs and a small table 

— perfect for enjoying a morning cup of coffee or relaxing in the evening with a glass of wine.  

 

 

Expanding a Small Porch 

Before 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Many times we get so used to something that we fail to realize the potential of making a small 

change.  We are going to show you several options for using this space beginning with the 

easiest and least expensive. So, with a little effort, let‘s remove the existing landscaping and 

transform this patch of ground. 

Now for the reveal... 

Expanding a Small Porch 

Before 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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The Reveal 

You are about to see several different options for this 

home that is made possible by adding… 

 An adjacent patio porch with two different roof 

options 

 Attractive landscaping around the newly 

transformed outdoor space 

 A new, gently curving brick walkway to warm up 

the entrance 

 

After 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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We start by creating a patio adjacent to the existing porch.  This additional 8 foot by 8 

foot space now becomes an enjoyable area for decorating and relaxing.  The attractive patio 

porch opens up a brand new space for relaxing ‗on the porch‘.  We love the instant warmth 

these changes achieved. 

Expanding a Small Porch 

Refreshing Transformation 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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To make the new patio space appear larger, we replicated the same type flooring between 

the porch and the patio area. This gives the perception of extended space. In some cases, 

you may have to create a step up or a step down depending on your specific layout.  For more 

privacy, you could opt for taller growing shrubs or bushes in the front or on the side depending 

on your desires.  

Expanding a Small Porch 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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This subtle change, an extended patio area, adds lots of interest and a nice dose of charm to the 

front of the home. Architecturally, it softens the straight lines and also piques your curiosity!  

Ready for another small change? Let’s add a roof over the new patio—for shade and 

enjoyment. We‘ll try a couple variations. 

Expanding a Small Porch 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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The first and least expensive roof option is a pergola-style roof design. A pergola not 

only creates shade but also gives this new space a garden-style look. It requires minimal 

materials, a supporting column and 2x6 or 2x8 treated lumber. It can be built in a few hours 

once the supporting column is constructed. The supporting column can match the existing porch 

column like we show you above — or you could opt for another style or design. 

Expanding a Small Porch 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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The pergola-style roof is integrated to match the existing roof lines. This isn‘t always 

possible; however, you may need to adjust the roof line to fit the space.  

Because water run-off isn‘t an issue with this type roof, we can adjust the angle to fit the home. 

In this case, we could actually make the roof flat instead of angled and it would work well, too. 

Expanding a Small Porch 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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As you can see, adding a roof offers you a few more ways to add lively splashes of color—for 

example, the hanging baskets shown above. You could also add decorative railings between the 

columns for additional interest to this area (our choice would be to keep it open).  

The pergola roof adds texture and dimension to the home making the entrance appear larger 

and more inviting.  By adding the pergola roof over the patio, this attractive home goes up a 

notch in flair. 

Expanding a Small Porch 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Another roof option is to extend the existing roof line over the patio addition. Although 

more expensive than a pergola-style roof, this roof option provides the most shade and 

integrates seamlessly with the home. We like how the roof blends in beautifully with the 

design of this home. It looks as if it has always been there—and isn‘t that what you really want?  

The front porch is well-defined and even though it‘s small, it is a very welcoming living space.  

 

Expanding a Small Porch 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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The roof construction is basically the same as building the pergola-style roof but it requires 

additional materials such as plywood, roofing felt, and shingles. Hence, it costs more. Although 

not shown, additional gutters would also be needed to control the water run-off.   

So, which option do you like the most?  The patio without a roof, the patio with the pergola-

style roof or the patio with a conventional shingled roof? Are any of these options feasible for 

your home? 

Expanding a Small Porch 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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We enlarged a very small porch by removing landscaping to the left of the porch and creating a 

patio extension. That gave this home a much more welcoming entrance. Then we tried a couple 

roof options above the patio area: a pergola-style roof and a conventional roof to create a 

seamless look.  The patio with or without a roof is ideal on this home. The thoughtfully planned 

landscaping around this porch area lends enormous appeal.   

Visit our website for more information about how to build a patio porch extension.  

Expanding a Small Porch 

Before 

Welcome Home 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com/patio-ideas.html
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Home 2 

Contemporary Home Makeover 

 

In our next case study, we are looking at a contemporary 

home that lacks a well-defined front entrance.  We played on 

the existing strengths of this home to achieve an amazing 

difference. Come see...  

Before 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Many homeowners of contemporary homes want to create a more inviting , casual and 

comfortable outdoor space. One challenge homeowners encounter is integrating changes into 
the existing lines of the home.  

This home‘s main entrance, the white door with the wreath, is not well defined and requires 
walking through a seating area and past a secondary door.   

Before 

Contemporary Home Makeover 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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An excellent place to begin with a makeover is by emphasizing the best features you already 

have. This approach may decrease your overall costs and get you going more quickly. 

In the home shown here, integrating the existing patio area into the overall design is worth 

considering. The patio area is located a sufficient distance to the left of the main door. The area 

is begging for some privacy and softening of the lines. 

Before 

Contemporary Home Makeover 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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We need to remove the current extension of the deck and railing along the front of the home to 

allow for a porch and to create a better defined entrance. Incorporating an additional access to 

the deck should also be integrated into the overall plan.   

Now for the reveal... 

Contemporary Home Makeover 

Before 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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You are about to see how this home was conceptually transformed 

by incorporating these updates … 

 A pleasing and well defined portico with updated double 

doors 

 A private and spacious patio area embellished with beautiful 

landscaping 

 A brick or paver walkway at the front entrance 

 Additional parking to accommodate guests 

 Shade trees and new plantings 

After 
The Reveal 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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A bird‘s eye view shows an expanded patio seating section to the left, a welcoming portico to the right, 

and a new convenient walkway and additional parking for guests. Fresh landscaping provides privacy as 
well as beauty.  Plants are kept close to the home for easy maintenance with the lawn around the 

perimeter.   

The parking court is shown in gravel to match the existing drive.  Gravel is less expensive and lower 

maintenance than concrete or asphalt. The cast concrete edging will provide an excellent mow strip while 
keeping the mulch separate from the grass.  

Charming Transformation 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Let’s take a closer look now.  

We started by adding a small porch or portico over the main door. This is a very cost effective 

addition and it provides cover from the weather, defines the front entrance, and is very charming. 

Access to the adjacent deck is defined by the deck flooring. 

 

 

Contemporary Home Makeover 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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An updated double door is shown with a burgundy finish providing a strong visual queue to the 

main entry. 

Landscaping is used to frame the main entry, hide the private part of the existing deck, and help 

to balance and scale the asymmetrical roofline.  This proposed portico further helps to scale the 
tall façade . 

Contemporary Home Makeover 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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 A walkway, partially hidden by landscaping, joins the main entrance portico to the patio seating 

area for family and friends. 

An overlay is recommended on the existing patio to match the walkways;  manufactured paver, 

stone, or stamped concrete would make a good surface.  Earth tones and light browns are used 
to complement the tan and brown brick of the residence.  

Contemporary Home Makeover 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Additional landscaping separates the patio from the parking court.  This gives the patio area a 

secure, cozy and private feeling.   

An entry arbor is shown to further enhance the privacy and creation of an outdoor room. 

Imagine clematis, roses, honeysuckle or other trailing plants climbing the arbor. 

 

Contemporary Home Makeover 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Evergreen foundation plantings will provide yearlong color and background for seasonal 

materials.  Annual color is shown at the main entry to visually welcome guests to the front door.   

The small tree not only helps balance the tall residence, but will provide summer shade for the 

patio area.  We like the little dog, too! 

Contemporary Home Makeover 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Subtle changes can make huge differences! A small porch, adjacent patio, and thoughtfully 

planned landscaping all work together to make this a very special home indeed! 

Contemporary Home Makeover 

Welcome Home 

Before 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Home 3 

Brick Home Transformation 

 

In our next case study, we are softening the lines of this 

lovely brick home by creating a very welcoming 

entranceway and a covered open country porch. Follow 

this transformation with us. 

Before 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Creating curb appeal on a brick home can be a challenge at times. Brick gives the initial 

appearance of having hard lines and definitive symmetry.  This attractive brick home has a 
narrow alcove (center of photo) which is neither very useful nor sheltered from the weather.   

An area like this is ideal for creating a warm, welcoming front porch.   

A carefully-thought porch design will add interest to the otherwise straight lines of this brick 

home and give this home a relaxed, informal and friendly new front. 

 

Before 

Brick Home Transformation 
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The existing entrance to the home is long sidewalk from the driveway to the right.   

Fortunately, the  large front yard can be redesigned to accommodate better traffic flow and a 
more attractive entranceway. 

Brick Home Transformation 

Before 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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A flat standing seam or rubber coated porch roof with a slight pitch would be ideal. Bringing the 

porch forward of the alcove (center in photo above) will help scale down the large roof area of 
the house.  

So, now for the reveal... 

Brick Home Transformation 

Before 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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You are about to see the delightful potential for this already-pleasing 

home by incorporating these updates … 

 A charming 12‘ x 30‘ covered porch 

 New double entry front door 

 A brick or paver walkway at the front entrance 

 Shade trees and new plantings 

 A half loop driveway to accommodate guests 

 

After 

The Reveal 
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The 12‘x30‘ proposed covered porch provides a shaded area for a porch swing, seating, and dry 

front entry.  Their new ―outdoor room‖ gives a visual queue for visitors as to the front of the 
residence and provides a very pleasant and inviting entranceway.  Who wouldn‘t love to call this 

home? 

Brick Home Transformation 

Delightful Transformation 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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The porch height is such that railings would not necessarily be required (depending on local 

codes). The 6‖x6‖ columns show subtle detail, have a soft arch between them, and are painted 
light gray to complement the salmon brick color of the home. 

Railings on the steps could be installed on either side or both depending on the homeowner‘s 
desires and requirements of local building codes. 

Brick Home Transformation 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Replacing the door with a double door creates a spacious,  welcoming entryway. Recommended 

materials for this porch are bluestone, manufactured pavers, or stamped concrete.  

A sidewalk, composed of the same materials, could be extended from the porch back to the 

garage area and secluded from view with additional landscaping, if the homeowners desired.   

Brick Home Transformation 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com/concrete-flooring.html
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The drawing shows attractive foundation and accent landscaping.  The landscaping could be 

brought forward even more to soften the entry and provide an inviting plant palette for guests. 
A wildflower, butterfly or succulent garden would be a delight.  

The porch alcove and window bays are symmetrical and are complemented with balanced 
landscaping.  

Brick Home Transformation 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Two medium shade trees frame the entry porch, help to scale the residence, and provide shade 

for a cooler front façade. 

Additional evergreen materials are recommended at the private parking court to screen that 

area and the detached workshop. 

The homeowners should also consider low voltage lighting, step lights, landscape up lighting, 

ceiling fans, and porch lighting to complete their project.  

Brick Home Transformation 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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The landscape bed edging would ideally be of the same chosen material as the upper porch 

patio, steps, and walk. This property could successfully accommodate any number of guest 
parking configurations.  A half loop drive is shown from the main front drive and can easily 

accommodate up to five cars. 

This arrangement takes guests directly to the front entry — keeping the garage area clear and 

shortening the walking distance to the front door. 

 

Brick Home Transformation 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Rarely do we fully realize the potential our current home has to offer for both comfort and 

enjoyment. Too often we look for the home of our dreams when, in fact, it could be right in our 
own front yard! Something to consider before putting up the ―for sale‖ sign. 

Welcome Home 

Before 

Brick Home Transformation 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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Home 4 

Southern Porch Desires 

 

In our next case study, we are looking at a Southern 

brick home that is longing for an updated look, more 

attractive landscaping and a gracious Southern style 

front porch.  

Before 
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These homeowners wanted to update their ranch style home with a southern style porch upon 

which they could relax and enjoy their front yard. 

They have spent considerable effort to create a lovely backyard and now they realize the 

potential the front of their home offers. They would like a graceful, traditional Southern style 
porch.  

Can you imagine how this home would look with a gracious porch?  

 

Before 

Southern Porch Desires 
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This home could also be improved with 

 More appealing access to the front door 

 Better overall landscaping plan 

 Updated windows 

Southern Porch Desires 

Before 
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The large pine trees need to be removed due to their age, size, and proximity to the front of the 

home. Although no one likes to remove trees of this size, it is sometimes the best decision.  

The wood from the trees can be sold to help finance the project and several new trees can be 

planted as replacements.   

So let‘s see how a few changes can transform this spacious brick home.  

Now for the reveal... 

Southern Porch Desires 

Before 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
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You are about to see the potential for this home with 

these improvements... 

 A Southern-style front porch with a brick floor 

 Updated windows plus two dormers added 

 Pine trees removed and new landscape design 

 A charming walkway to the front entry 

 Guest parking 

 

After 

The Reveal 
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A charming Southern-style porch does wonders for this home! The home‘s recessed design is 

ideal for a front porch. Our porch does not encompass the entire alcove but it is large enough for 
comfortable seating, shelter from the weather, and shade on the front of the home.  

The porch could expand the entire alcove but leaving space for landscaping on each side adds 
additional curb appeal to the home. 

Southern Porch Desires 

True Southern Charm 
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Square columns with light detail are shown, but round column or tapered columns are options 

here as well.  The columns are spaced between windows to frame the entry yet they do not 
block any views to the front yard. 

Although an option, a railing (or balustrade) is not needed because the entry is at ground level.  

A standing seam metal roof is shown at the top of the porch.  

Southern Porch Desires 
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The brick porch flooring complements the brick home, is easy to maintain, and lasts a lifetime. 

The junction between the porch and the walkway is flared to provide an ideal space for planters 
or sculptures. 

Other porch amenities you may want to consider adding are additional electrical for lighting, 
outdoor fans, and receptacles in the ceiling or soffits for holiday lighting.  

Southern Porch Desires 
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Replacing their windows with double mullion style windows provides a more vertical element and 

creates the more traditional look they want. 

Two dormer windows are added within the high roofline to match the arch in the existing 

window treatments. The dormers are purely cosmetic since the attic is unfinished.  Adding lights 
in the dormers creates a soft glow at night and can be controlled by a timer and/or switches on 

the main floor. 

Southern Porch Desires 
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Access to the front door was an issue. Visitors had to walk across the yard which was not very 

convenient. 

The homeowners wanted a circular driveway but opted instead for a two car parking area off the 

main drive along with a complementary brick walkway to the porch and main entrance.  This 
precluded using the entire front yard for a driveway which would have blocked the view to the 

front of the home. 

The brick walkway‘s concave design softens the look of the front yard and is a visual delight.  

Southern Porch Desires 
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A southern-style open porch on a ranch home.  A lovely front porch, new windows, and 

complementary landscaping all make for an entirely new look for this home.  Mint juleps, lemonade 
or sweet tea — time to enjoy this wonderful porch! 

Southern Porch Desires 

Welcome Home 

Before 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com


 

 57 

 57 

          Visit our site at Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 
                                                  

Return to Table of Contents 

Landscaping can make all the difference.  In this case, a bed divider is shown using the same 

materials as the walk and drive banding.  A concave shape is shown – inviting guests into the 
front space. 

Evergreen landscaping flanks the right and left sides to frame the residence while foundation 
plantings provide a background for seasonal color. Deciduous flowering plants and annuals were 

chosen. 

Southern Porch Desires 
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Home 5 

Screen Porch for a  

Ranch Home 

 

In our next case study, we are looking at a ranch home 

that would benefit from a cozy sheltered porch—a 

getaway space that also serves as a mudroom for boots 

and coats in the winter.  

Before 
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This classic ranch home has sloping ground and is subjected to severe winter weather.  This 

home is ideal for adding additional outdoor living space, an entrance to the front door, and a 
place for guests to remove snow covered boots! 

Before 

Screen Porch for a Ranch Home 
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One of the more challenging aspects of porch design is to determine the best type of roof. In 

this case a gable roof is proposed and ties in nicely with the existing roof line. 

Now for the reveal... 

Screen Porch for a Ranch Home 

Before 
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You are about to see the curb appeal potential for this simple 

ranch home by incorporating these updates… 

 A 12‘ x 18‘ screened porch that provides shade in the 

summer and a mudroom in the winter 

 A more pronounced and welcoming entranceway 

 Additional parking for guests 

 Attractive, inviting foundation and accent landscaping 

 

After 

The Reveal 
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The proposed roof covers a generous 12‘X18‘ screened porch outfitted with lapboard along the 

bottom to provide protection from the weather. This space provides shade during the summer 
months in addition to a mud room for winter for remove heavy coats, boots and mittens before 

entering the main residence.   

Instant Warm-Up 

Screen Porch for a Ranch Home 
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The 4‘x6‘ landing and double screen doors are a visual queue for the main entry to the home.  

The wooden steps intersect the yard halfway down before transitioning to a solid paver style 
step.   

This interruption in the run of steps visually reduces the impact of the numerous steps needed 
and adds appeal to the front of the home. 

Screen Porch for a Ranch Home 
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Two new gravel parking spaces are shown for guests.  The same paver stone is shown framing 

the parking court.  This will give a clean look to the parking area while locking in the limits of the 
gravel.   

 

Screen Porch for a Ranch Home 
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The homeowner can re-use their existing bench at this yard access level while still seeing down 

the driveway and property. New wood is shown with the same red stain to match the existing 
decking—and avoid having to remodel the deck, too.   

Shown is an aluminum center piece within each panel of railing to contemporize the residence, 
but wooden pickets will work equally well where budget is a concern. 

Screen Porch for a Ranch Home 
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For extended use throughout the seasons, we recommend using a clear roll-up product to 

produce a weatherproof enclosure that blocks the wind. 

A more permanent option would be installing screen porch windows and the addition of 

heating and cooling into the space for round year use. 

Screen Porch for a Ranch Home 
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Foundation and accent plantings are shown at the main entry to update the residence and to 

provide aesthetic appeal.  The home is on a gentle hilltop where winds could either reduce or 
increase heating costs depending on the season.   

A cluster of evergreens is shown where winter winds would most likely chill the residence.  A 
small canopy tree is shown to provide welcoming shade to reduce summer cooling costs. 

Screen Porch for a Ranch Home 
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This screen porch addition design not only updates the home but also adds comfortable living 

space as well. The design also creates easier access to the main door of the home. 

Configured for three season or even four seasons, the addition gives the homeowner more 

options as well. 

Screen Porch for a Ranch Home 

Before 
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Often times it is worth being able to see different roof options and their effect on the overall 

home.  Shown at top is a gable-style roof and at bottom a shed-type roof. 

Screen Porch for a Ranch Home 

Gable style roof 

Shed style roof 
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Same two roof designs (gable top and shed bottom) shown from a different angle. Either roof 

design works for this home. When designing a porch or screen porch, carefully consider which 
roof design is most appropriate for your home‘s architecture.  

 

Screen Porch for a Ranch Home 

Welcome Home 
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Home 6  

Southwest Porch Style 

 

In our next case study, we are looking at an attractive 

Southwest home that would benefit from a covered 

entryway to provide shade and additional ambiance. 

Before 
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This southwest home already has inherent curb appeal — from the classical tile clay roof to the 

arched windows and front door trim.  

Adding an aesthetically pleasing wood entrance to the front of this home will complement the 

existing architecture, provide protection over the front door, and give us something around 
which to landscape.  

Now for the reveal... 

Before 

Southwest Porch Style 
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Subtle changes to this southwest style home result in the 

following improvements 

 A shaded arbor area at the front entrance 

 A stone and paver walkway and landing to warm 

up the front and welcome guests 

 Updated plantings to soften the landscape 

 

After 

The Reveal 
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In the sunny desert climate, this sheltered entry is proposed for shading the main entry 

while providing an aesthetic update.  

The arbor has a heavy old world feel with a slightly rough cut surface to complement the 

adobe style architecture.  In most municipalities this style of improvement is not an issue 
with the front setback on narrow parcels. However, the homeowner should check with 

their local ordinances to be sure. 

Southwest Porch Style 

After 
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Notice the tile and stone paver walkway and landing. It creates an appealing 

differentiation between the pedestrian and vehicular surfaces.   

Decorative pots in either a native clay or manufactured fiberglass are added to provide 

scale, visual interest, and pleasant personal touch.  Low voltage recessed lighting from the 
overhead arbor will hide lamp glare and give a soft warm glow to the new entry. 

We can also visualize a wonderful piece of southwest art to decorate the wall at the front 
door.  

Southwest Porch Style 

After 
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For this location, we choose Xeriscaping – landscaping without water using native plants 

and materials.  Decorative stone, such as black Mexican beach stone, is shown to provide 
a good cover and colorful interest.   

Any stone would work such as brown, tan, or off-white shades.  A solid bright white, such 
as quartz, may be too reflective of the hot sun. Native drought hardy shrubs are shown 

with large native stones.   

Southwest Porch Style 

After 
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The landscaping frames the front entranceway while providing some visual screening of the 

large garage door.  The new plantings and arbor reduce sun exposure and temperatures at the 
main entry—which any homeowner in this climate would appreciate. 

Southwest Porch Style 

Before 

Welcome Home 
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Home 7 

Front Porch Expansion 

 

In our next case study, we are looking at a classic two-story 

home that has a long but very narrow front porch.  

Before 
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The original porch on this home was long and narrow with only one centered entrance location.  

The porch was not very usable due to its narrow width and the sidewalk was deteriorating. In 
addition, the landscaping had become dated and somewhat overgrown on one end. 

 

Before 

Front Porch Expansion 
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The 4‘ x42‘ long porch was too narrow for furniture other than placing chairs in a row along the 

rear.  

The homeowners decided to expand their porch by 5 feet to make it a 9‘ x 42‘ long porch. That 

is a wonderful size for furniture placement options, a porch swing or glider, and plentiful room 
for the children to play. 

Front Porch Expansion 

Before 
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The homeowners wanted to change the traffic patterns to make more convenient access to the 

driveway and the side yard.  

They also wanted to replace the existing landscaping with something more interesting and 

polished to beautify the look of their porch and home. The overgrown shrubs on the far end 
need to be removed to open up the corner of the home and make way for new plantings. 

Now for the reveal... 

Front Porch Expansion 

Before 
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You are about to see a much more spacious porch for this family 

home. Here are the highlights... 

 An expanded front porch—from 4 feet depth to a generous 

9 feet depth 

 Steps at both ends of the porch instead of in the middle 

 Tasteful landscaping around the perimeter of the porch 

The Reveal 

After 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com


 

 83 

 83 

          Visit our site at Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 
                                                  

Return to Table of Contents 

The rendering of the expanded porch makes a dramatic difference in the outdoor living space on 

this porch. The five foot extension actually increases the square footage from 168 square feet to 
378 square feet. Plenty of room for comfortable furniture and the kids to play. 

Although not shown, we are going to add steps to this end of the porch as well for easier access 
to the side and back yards. 

Front Porch Expansion 

Before After 

A Spacious Difference 
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The wider porch and updated landscaping give this two story home a lot more curb appeal.  

The roof slope is lowered a bit due to the extra width but is still compliant with local building 
codes. Whenever making modifications to a porch roof, adhere to local building codes.  In 

northern climates, steeper roofs are required due to snow and ice buildup. 

Front Porch Expansion 
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There will be lots of room for furniture. The porch is large enough to accommodate separate 

areas for conversation or for children‘s activities.  

Exterior fans, indoor outdoor rugs, and even hanging baskets can be added for comfort and 

ambiance.  

Front Porch Expansion 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com


 

 86 

 86 

          Visit our site at Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 
                                                  

Return to Table of Contents 

Access to the front door has been moved to the end of the porch adjacent to the driveway. This 

makes it much more convenient for visitors and family members .  

New landscaping also helps to define and soften the entrance. 

Front Porch Expansion 
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The new porch floor will be built over the existing concrete porch floor since it is still in good 

repair.  In addition, the porch railings, columns, and header beam will be reused on the new 
porch. This saves money in materials.  

However, the existing materials must be in excellent condition or additional labor costs will be 
incurred to repair them for reuse.  

Front Porch Expansion 

Before 
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The new entrance, complete with landscaping and a refreshing new walkway, enhances the look 

of the new porch.  

Lower plants in front of the walkway and taller plants along the home give the area depth. Brick 

pavers will be used for the walkway in earth tones to complement the landscaping.  A mixture of 
evergreen, perennial, and annual foliage completes the landscaping theme. 

Front Porch Expansion 
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See how the additional walkway transitions to the front yard? This gives children easy access to 

the large yard without trampling the landscaping.  

The homeowner can add outdoor lighting, especially along the walkway and on the steps leading 

to the porch.  

Now let‘s see how the new porch actually looks! 

Front Porch Expansion 
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Now that‘s a porch! And what an amazing difference the extra depth makes.  This homeowner now 

has a large country porch to enjoy. The change is remarkable.  Because of their small children, the 

homeowner used additional railing to create a ―gate‖ on each end of the porch. This is a nice touch 

as it does not detract from the actual railing and provides safety for the little ones.  

 

Before 

The Completed Project 
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The new landscaping, with its varied assortment of perennials, will make it easy to maintain 

while simultaneously creating lots of charm.  Once matured, these plants will yield the year 
round color and pleasing textures the homeowners requested. 

Front Porch Expansion 
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Note the gate above the steps. One end is hinged to the column and the other is supported by a 

large caster to make it very easy to open and close. We have a short video that explains the 
easy-to-make rolling gate. 

Black porch skirting is used to conceal the bottom of the porch.  

Front Porch Expansion 
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In this photo the landscaping has grown to maturity. We chose it to show how nicely the 

landscaping and brick paver sidewalk complement each other. 

Lights have been installed on the steps to make it safer at night.  This expanded porch gives this 

family a place to get away from the everyday hustle and bustle of life.  It‘s a spacious addition 
to their living space—a place where the children play with trucks, balls and riding toys. 

Front Porch Expansion 
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This family will enjoy their new porch for years to come and their children will have fond 

memories of growing up on it.  For a real treat, see our ―Build a Porch in a Minute‖ video 
showing the removal of the old porch and construction of the new porch. 

Front Porch Expansion 

Before 

Welcome Home 
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Home 8 

Front Porch Remodel 

 

In our next case study we are looking at a beautiful 

home with an existing porch. The homeowner wants to 

remove a storage area and reclaim the wraparound 

porch that was once there.  

Before 
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This could be the house you grew up in! You can find porches like this in almost every town 

across America.  You can practically see neighbors walking by, kids riding bikes or playing tag in 
the front yard. 

Let‘s see what a simple remodel does for the charisma of this beautiful home. 

 

 

Before 

Front Porch Remodel 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com


 

 97 

 97 

          Visit our site at Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 
                                                  

Return to Table of Contents 

The owner wanted to reclaim the once wrap-around porch and update the look of their home. 

Previous homeowners had enclosed a portion of the porch for a storage area.  

We also recommend removing the porch knee-wall to give a feeling of spaciousness on the 

porch and make for easier cleaning. Fresh landscaping is also a part of our proposal. 

 

Front Porch Remodel 

Before 
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Removing the storage area to create the original wrap-around porch will also restore the 

architecture and give it back its Victorian flair. It is possible to reuse the existing porch columns 
which will save nicely on costs.  

The existing landscaping should be replaced to enhance the lines of the porch and draw your 
attention to the beauty of it. 

Front Porch Remodel 

Before 
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Currently there is no access to the driveway except from the front of the home. Incorporating 

additional steps on this side will make it easier for family and guests. 

By opening the porch on this side, additional windows can be also be installed on the home, 

improving the light and airy feeling inside. 

Now for the reveal... 

Front Porch Remodel 

Before 
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You are about to see the delightful potential difference in this 

home‘s porch remodel … 

 The storage area was removed 

 The knee wall was replaced with crisp white balustrades 

 The landscaping was updated with new plantings that softly 

grace the porch without overpowering it 

After The Reveal 
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By removing the storage area and replacing the knee-wall with a balustrade the homeowner can 

now enjoy a beautiful wrap-around porch.  

Notice how the landscaping complements the porch and home. Unless you need privacy, we 

recommend keeping most, but not all, of your landscaping no higher than the bottom rail of the 
balustrade.   

Front Porch Remodel 

After 
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The removal of the storage area allows for additional windows on the home.  

They conform to the side of the home and the bow window. This is not only architecturally 
interesting but quite functional as well.  

One advantage of a wrap-around porch is that you can escape wind or rain by moving to 
another location to extend your porch time!  

Front Porch Remodel 

After 
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This country-style porch is relaxed and casual with simple square columns.  Changing any 

single component can give an entire new look and feel to your porch. 

The advantage of graphically viewing your porch from a conceptual drawing, as shown in this 

book, is the ability to see the impact of your changes, whether it be different balusters  
(railings), columns, flooring, or trim work.  

Front Porch Remodel 

After 
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In this slight revision to the design,  we used round columns (instead of square) that are 

gently embellished with brackets to the tops of each. 

Trim pieces really dress up this porch and make it stand out. Porch trim is easy to install and 

can make from subtle to dramatic changes. 

 

Front Porch Remodel 

After 
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An old-fashioned carriage-style driveway is shown. This adds plenty of unique charm and 

complements the Victorian-style look.  

Instead of concrete, we chose pavers for the walkway.  An additional walkway (or stepping 

stones) could be added from the driveway to the main walkway and front steps, if the 
homeowners desired.   

 

 

Front Porch Remodel 

After 
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Who wouldn‘t want to sit on this porch! By changing a few features, the homeowner now has a 

spacious wraparound porch to enjoy and so will his neighbors! 

Front Porch Remodel 

Before 

Welcome Home 
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Home 9 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 

 

This home is a log cabin on the inside and the owners 

want to extend that warm and cozy feeling to the 

outside of their home by incorporating an inviting 

porch.  

Before 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com


 

 108 

 108 

          Visit our site at Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 
                                                  

Return to Table of Contents 

This project presents a challenge as the interior of the home is set up as a true cabin while the 

exterior and surrounding neighborhood are 50‘s ranch style homes. In addition, notable 
landscaping is needed to create curb appeal and make this charming home more aesthetically 

pleasing to the eye.  

Before 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 
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You will see that a few changes can create an entirely different look. Although an investment in 

both time and money will be required, it really doesn't have to be overly expensive to 
rejuvenate a home. 

The change can be impressive by integrating existing features, adding or removing a few 
fixtures on the home and softening the look with the right landscaping. 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 

Before 
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This home already has an existing slab and walkway that can easily be integrated into the new 

look. The fence, which visually separates the home from the street, does not lend much appeal. 
The false dormers on the roof actually make the home appear smaller.  

With a new porch, the awnings over the front windows can be removed.  

Now for the reveal... 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 

Before 
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What a wonderful difference in this home when we make the 

following updates: 

 Incorporate stone and a new color palette to the  front 

of the home to give it a cabin-like feeing 

 Create a charming, useful front porch that utilizes the 

existing slab 

 Change the front door to natural wood, employ planter 

boxes, hanging baskets and rustic furniture 

 Remove the false dormers, shutters and awnings 

 Carriage-style drive, updated walkway and landscaping 

Before The Reveal 
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Can you believe this is the same home? A color change to red, green, brown, or even a darker 

blue will convey a more cabin-like color palette. Painting the existing trim to a light color will 
produce a nice contrasting accent.  

Removing the shutters opens up the façade. The porch colors employ tans to match the trim, 
but have natural stained wood to highlight the cabin feeling.  

Quaint Bungalow Revival 

Back to Table of Contents 

A Little Beauty! 
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The proposed porch has a single pitch roof which covers the entire existing slab. The posts and 

supports are a natural wood finish . The main beam is a true round log complete with knots. A 
finished beam would work as well.  

The low pitched flat porch works well with the cabin theme and is more practical than a gable 
roof that would take up much more area. Local building codes normally determine the minimum 

pitch for a porch roof. 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com


 

 114 

 114 

          Visit our site at Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 
                                                  

Return to Table of Contents 

The existing patio and walkway are a concrete slab. Use an overlay of stone, pavers, stamped 

concrete, or interlocking deck tiles in complementary earth tone colors and patterns to refurbish 
the existing concrete. There may be no need to re-pour a new concrete slab.  

Since some minor stabilization, repair, or re-enforcement may be necessary prior to an overlay, 
it‘s a good idea to consult with a concrete specialist. Creating a new surface will drastically 

improve the attractiveness of the new outdoor room.  

Quaint Bungalow Revival 
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The front door was replaced with a natural wood door to carry out the cabin-like theme and 

provide more warmth to the front entry way.  Optionally, the homeowners could have a custom 
front door made with an artistic wood grain pattern.  

Rustic porch furniture and outdoor accents further enhance the charm of this porch. Handmade 
chairs, natural stained furniture, and other wooden elements convey a wilderness theme.  

Quaint Bungalow Revival 
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The current brick left wing and chimney are now covered in manufactured stone for a more 

natural feel. The chimney would likely need to be rebuilt in stone from the roofline up, but the 
left wing could simply be recovered. Manufactured stone comes in multiple styles and colors and 

is also lightweight for an easy re-veneer.  

The removal of the false-dormers visually enlarges the roof area. 

 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 
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The former landscaping was fairly basic with a fence along the walkway. The fence likely 

provided a sense of security and although not a physical barrier it provided visual separation 

from the private and public area at the street.  

We removed the fence and now the new porch, patio, and foundation landscaping help to 

maintain that same sense of privacy and security. 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 
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The bed edging shown here matches the material in the patio and walkway. This provides a solid 

break between the turf and mulched shrub areas which simplifies maintenance. A medium-sized 
tree is shown to the right to balance that side of the yard.  

The tree could be a Birch or Aspen depending on the planting zone to further convey a homey 

rustic appeal. Evergreen foundation plantings are shown for year round color. Vertical evergreen 

shrubs frame the symmetrical porch area of the residence. 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 
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The landscaping in the yard shows herbaceous woody plants with seasonal color. 

The entry walk terminates in an arch to tie into the shape of the bed edging. Ideally the mailbox 
would be placed in this area, if possible.  

A carriage style drive is shown in line with the bed edging to provide more green space along 

the narrow drive to the back. This helps to clearly divide the public from private driveway area. 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 
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We believe this is quite the transformation! Once you have your new porch and landscaping 

plan, you don‘t have to do everything at once. You can easily break the project into separate 
components and complete each portion as time and money allows.  

And remember, landscaping is a function of the right plants in the right locations and giving 
them sufficient time to grow in properly prepared soil. Too often, we want it to look like the 

finished pictures right away — it takes time, sometimes years, to reach its full beauty. Patience! 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 

Before 
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Let‘s take the same home and build a small portico to shelter family and visitors from the 

weather when entering the front door. All other recommendations remain; however, this option 
is less expensive and yet still adds plenty of charm and warmth. 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 

Another Option for This Home 
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Take a look from various angles. 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 
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Even without the single pitched roof, this small gabled roof over the front door still leaves this 

home with a truly inviting nature. 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 
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Either option, the pitched roof or the small gabled roof, this is  a charming place to call home.  

We love the transformation. 

Quaint Bungalow Revival 

Before 

Welcome Home 
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Home 10 

Updated Porch and Landscaping 

 

This home has an existing porch and the homeowners 

would like to expand it and update the look of their 

home. The porch steps and front door are not currently 

aligned with each other and the landscaping needs a 

fresh new look. 

Before 
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The existing porch is approximately 4 feet deep allowing for just a few chairs and little to 

no maneuverability. The front door is not centered on the wide steps which presents an 
off-center and somewhat awkward entry alignment. 

The current landscaping is sparse and doesn‘t frame the porch or home.  

Before 

Updated Porch and Landscaping 
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Like many homes, this porch and front yard have immense possibilities and it will not take 

drastic changes to give this special home real charm. 

The primary goals should be making the small porch more usable and creating curb appeal 

with updated landscaping and entrance modifications. 

Updated Porch and Landscaping 

Before 
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Currently, visitors enter the home adjacent to the garage door. Although functional, it is not 

necessarily the most pleasing.  

The porch, because of its narrow width, can only accommodate a few chairs and mobility is 

limited. 

Updated Porch and Landscaping 

Before 
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The charming architecture on the home can be enhanced by different landscaping.  Landscaping 

can be used to highlight certain features, draw your focus away from unattractive features, and 
create appealing focal points for guests. 

Now for the reveal... 

Updated Porch and Landscaping 

Before 
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You will be surprised to see the pleasing difference in this home 

when we 

 Increase the depth of this porch 

 Install a new wood front door and moved the steps to align 

with the front door 

 Create a beautiful new walkway 

 Update the home with graceful landscaping 

 

After The Reveal 
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The former porch was 5 feet deep which does not allow for much seating room and 

maneuverability. We recommend a depth of about 9 feet to accommodate generous  
seating configurations and shelter from the weather.   

A deeper porch allows the homeowners to use benches, chairs and even a porch swing. It 
is not difficult or exceedingly expensive to increase the floor size.  

Updated Porch and Landscaping 

The Completed Project 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com


 

 132 

 132 

          Visit our site at Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 
                                                  

Return to Table of Contents 

The porch is shown as a flat roof with very little slope.  A poly membrane can usually be 

used in this low slope condition where shingles are not applicable, but always check with 
local building codes.  A flat roof is more cost effective than a gable design.   

The slope of porch roofs must comply with local building codes which are based on 
geographical areas.  If you live in an area with heavy snow, a flat roof is not ideal. Roof 

slope must meet certain minimum requirements especially in snow country. 

Updated Porch and Landscaping 
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The owner could opt to extend the brick skirting (the portion below the porch floor). 

Another less expensive option  for porch skirting is vinyl lattice panels, which you can find 
in custom designs and many colors, even black. 

Notice how the updated front door provides a solid visual queue to the entry. 

Updated Porch and Landscaping 
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The new porch floor could be stamped concrete in earth tones. This option serves two 

purposes.  

First, it is an easy way to integrate the flooring on the expansion with the existing floor. 

Second, the tan/brown color palette contrasts well with the dark brick and ties into the tan 
siding portions of the residence. This is an affordable low maintenance solution with high 

durability. 

Updated Porch and Landscaping 
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With the expanded porch, the steps can be centered on the front door.  The 6‖x6‖ support 

posts (an additional post is needed) are symmetrical to the doorway.  Railings can be 
installed to give the home a warmer, more inviting look.  

The handrail and pickets can either be treated painted wood or a light duty vinyl product 
for low maintenance. We recommend installing railings on at least one side of the steps 

(which may also be required based on local building codes). 

Updated Porch and Landscaping 
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Currently, a concrete walk connects the driveway to the front door.  We have replaced that 

with a soft curved walkway in stamped concrete to match the porch.  This walkway draws 
attention away from the utilitarian area of the garage while connecting at the middle of 

the driveway where guests will usually park.   

Having the walkway out from the residence gives visitors ample time to appreciate the 

porch, landscaping, and wooded lot instead  of the current walk that is adjacent to the 
home. 

Updated Porch and Landscaping 
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A small amount of landscaping is proposed for low maintenance.  Some foundation 

planting, anchor evergreens, and seasonal color will make a dramatic difference when 
installed and let to mature.  

The bed edging is also a stamped concrete to match the walkway.  This always provides a 
solid definition between mulch beds and lawn – thereby reducing weeding and 

maintenance. 

Updated Porch and Landscaping 
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You could attain the same appeal by keeping the porch the same size and adding railings.  We 

would still recommend moving the stairs to align with the front door, landscaping as shown and 
adding the walkway. 

Regardless, once you have a plan, you can implement all or part of it as your time and budget 
allow. That‘s the beauty of having a great front porch design from which to start!  

Updated Porch and Landscaping 
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Welcome Home 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com


 139 

 139 

          Drop by and say hello … Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 
                                                 Facebook      YouTube      Twitter 

Return to Table of Contents 

 

Resources 

 

 

 
The conceptual drawings in our eBook were graciously created by 

Cumberland Landesign of Nashville, TN. If you would like to have 

conceptual drawings done for your home like those in our book, please 

visit Cumberland Landesign to learn more. We think you will be very 

pleased with their work.  

 

Cumberland Landesign has been creating award winning landscape 

designs in the Southeast US for many years. They specialize not only in 

conceptual renderings but also landscape architecture and irrigation 

design.  We hope you take a moment to visit their website to see all they 

have to offer you. 

http://www.front-porch-ideas-and-more.com
http://www.facebook.com/frontporchideas
http://www.youtube.com/frontporchideas
http://www.twitter.com/frontporchideas
http://www.landscapearchitect-tn.com/index.html
http://www.landscapearchitect-tn.com/Conceptual-Porch-Design-Drawings/
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Resources 

We invite you to visit our website, 

 Front Porch Ideas and More 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and enjoy our many front porch ideas, front porch designs, and 

beautiful porch decorating ideas. We love porches! 

We will appreciate your feedback on our book. 

Happy porch sitting, 

Dave and Mary Morris 

Founders of Front-Porch-Ideas-and-More.com 
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